




Bangia Desh
 

A Few 0 etails 

ABOUT BANGLA DESH DEFINITIVES 

A.pparently, thE: issue of two sets of adhesive:;; inscribed Bangla Desn 
has caused much concern with stam~ dealers in both the 2.Cl.stern a.nd iL.stern 
world l-:ore details of the stamps, the me.'1 be:r..ind them and the j:Jllrposes0 

they serve ~h5 come to light. 

Through the graces of BangIa Desh Philatelic j~gency in London, "Ie have 
n~re or less official descriptions of the stamps. Torough the Jtam~ 

Edi tor of the New York j'imes J Hr. David Lidman, we have 00me back,ground 
history and from vario'ls other sources, we l"'..a.ve ',:oro of imj-lending sanet "Lons 
to be leviec. by philatelists 'I'lhere BangIa IJesh adhesives are concerned. 

The editors of the G·ibbons cata.logues say they will not be listing 
the stamp:, in the near futu.re editions of the Gibbons cat.a.logues. ~iaJr.e, 

for the editoT's of Scott's catalogues in the United States, No word yet 
f~m th8 editors of the Minkus catalogues. 

The first definitive set is a series of eight; 

10 paise Hap of Be."gla Iiesh
 
20 paise lIDacca Uni,,-ersityll ',I"ith s;,vmbolic shell holes
 
50 pais,,; "Nation of 75 YdlUon People" and figure "75 11
 

1 rlii··::,e Flag and map of Bangla Desh
 
2 rUlJee B.:1.11ot box. and "167 of 169 seats for 5-J.ngla IJesh'l
 
..;
'1 :r'J.f'tZ broken cha.ins
 
5 rupee Sheik Yajibar Rahman
 

10 rupee Map of Bangla Desh 

The sta:nps were designed by Biman l0.allik of Londen. Th8/ were i;rinted 
by Form3.t, :3 ecurity yrint.ers located in london. They ","erG fi rs t sol.d 26 
July, and J.ccordj.ng to the Ne'fl York Times, the .-'lace of first s;:J.le was in 
the House of. COffiJ:Jons, London. 

Currentl;y- the stamps are being sold through a number of agencies. One I 
i"lahmood Ali) 10 Eas t J 9th Street, N. Y. C., another J Inter.-Governmental 
Philatelic Corp., Box 259, Cedarhurst, N.Y., a~d another, L:xJ.ngla Desh 
i-hilatelic A.gency, 11 Goring Street j London ~.~.J. In Ind:i.3. j they can 
be bought through Bangla Desh Goverr..rttent offices in CalcuT,ta and i~ew 

);'elhi. 

AfJp.rently they are not for sale through any offices inside the 
area of East Pakistar:. ii, hether the stamps ha.ve ever reached there or 
not is subject to argw~cDt. 



Covers have been seen, allegedly postmarked in BangIa Desh and carried 
by runners. Natura~ly, covers can be postmarked anywhere, and in a ~rior 

issue of the Gobi Times we made reference to an Indian Government notice 
that postal people were not to handle letters with BangIa Jesh stam~s 

because they had been posted in India and cancelled there. On covers there 
have been odd markings from date-marks to inscriptions that read IIfor the 
sake of hUJ'J'),9.nity, please accept this letter for forv.arding." 

It is good to note the Bangla Desh issues have been ~rinted in the 
denominations of Pakistan as well as its unit of exchange. According to 
the New York Times, BangIa Desh government officials, working from 
Calcutta and New Delhi have new currency planned and prospects for 
BangIa Desh banknotes and coinage. Nothing has been seen as a result of 
this report. 

In the er~, with whatever the end shall be, these adhesives may remain 
just that, with no ~ostal or collector worth, save for those who collect 
what could have been. These stamps are going to be corronon, even should 
fungla Desh achieve its independence. Many are being sold for the 
fund raising bere fits . That I s one thing that is quite obvious. ldhat 
must now become obvious is whether they're used as stamps in the "COWltryll 
they are said to be for••. or from. 

For the time being, they Cl.ppear to be British productions. Cast on the 
market with the swiftness of the postal strike labels of early 1971. 
-dhethe r the pea pIe who produced them had the authority, whether the 
authority will be good autho~~ty and the eventual outcome of the com~lex 

conflict are -just those things for which foresight will be proven a virtue. 

The; 1;: arlier Surcharged Set 

Fourteen overprinted Pakietan defin1tives 
supposedly from Ba.~la Desh, have no valid 

. status according to Calcutta's Stamp Digest. 
The publication says the issue was printed 
ani distributed by stamp dealers inIndia. 
Both the Indian government as well as the 
Ba.ngla Desh government in exile have said 
these stamps ha.ve no official connections 
to BangIa Desh. Indian postal officials 
said Indian postoffices have been ordered 
not to accept mail with these affixed. 
Covers with Indian cancels have been made 
wi.th collaboration of Indian postal people 
in outlying postoffices, according to the 
Ind:ia.n government sources. 




