








GUEST EDITORIAL
 

Shr-i O. K. Ramamurti 
Former Postal Advisor 

from India to 
Bhutan 

Mr. rtamamurti was Hr. Lam Penjorls predecessor as well 
as the chief instrument in the establish.!l',ent of the 
Indo-Bhutan postal agreement, acting on behalf of Inula 
as the agreement's signator. dis bhutanese counterpc ~.t, 

vlaS former II prime minister lt Er. L~endup Do r ji. T!1is 
text was received through Herr K8rl-d,:,inz YicYleL ee:.. 

Prior to 1955, no proper procedure would appear to have existed 
for the transmission of mails in Bh\lltan. Mails would appear to 
have been sent either through casual travellers or special messen­
gers depending upon its urgency. The first attempt to systemize 
the tranmission of mails in the ·interior of Bhutan would appear to 
have been made in 1955 with the instructions issued by the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bhutan on the 13th of the Bhutanese 
8th month of 1955. These instructions prescribed that all tI dak" 
other than those relating to His Majesty should bear stamps. These 
stamps were usually of four annas denomination and were also 
used on revenue and legal docume· ts. Even now, these are the 
only stamps available in the interior of Bhutan where the postage 
stamps used in the post offices in Phuntsholing, Faro and Thimpu 
are not available. The instructions also prescribed that each 
Dzong should dispatch dak at intervals of five days. 

Further improvements were effected with the issue of instructions 
contained in the Chief Secretary's memo dated the 13th of the 
Bhutanese 6th month of 1958. According to these instructions 1 dak 
should be sent from each Dzong twice a week. The memo also 
indicated the days on which dak should be sent from each Dzong. 

The cost of the runner establishment required for the Ozong Oak 
system is met out of civil revenues. This system would appear 
to have been intended mainly to facilitate the carriage of official 
mails. With the advent of the development programme of Bhutan and 
the establishment of several schools and development projects in the 
interior of Bhutan, there has been a sizeable increase in corresp­
ondence addressed in English. The Dzong Oak system was not 
able to cope wi.th the work involved in the tr-ansmission and delivery 



of these mails. In the first instance, correspondence addressed 
i.n English could be deciphered by neither the Thrimpon or the 
staff. Secondly, most of the Thrimpons have hardly one clerk 
to assist them,'n all their officia.l work, and due to the pressure 
of work, the duties re ating to the dispatch and delivery of mail 
are neglected. The delays of the delivery of mail in the interior 
of Bhutan has had a demoralizing effect on the staff managing 
the schools and development program, who are anxious for their 
news from home. Many have actually stopped subscribing to 
newspapers and magazines, and other periodicals, due to the 
uncertainty of the postal serv'ces in the interior of Bhutan. 

The position in the s :)uth of Bhutan was slightly better. Mails 
from India were received through the nearest Indian postoffice 
and delivered to the SOO (civil), who also arranged for L e 
dispatch of outward mails. 

The Fresent State of the System 
(1968 ) 

In 1962, the decision was taken that Bhutan should issue her 
own postage sta.mps. This however, required that Bhuta.n 
should have a few postoffices of her own. Consequently, post 
offices were opened in PhuntshoHng (10.10.62), Paro (5.11.62) 
and Thimpu (23.6.63). The service at these postoffices wa.s 
restricted to the sale of Bhutanese postage stamps and dispatch 
and delivery of unregistered letters. The Phuntsholing postoffice 
also functioned as an office of exe ange in respect of correspon­
dence for and from India, in accordance with the terms of the 
agreement dated 11.9.62 between the postal administrations of 
Bhutan and ndia. The agreement provides for the exchange of 
unregistered correspondence only. The exchange is on a re­
ciprocal a.rrangement. 0 country will c s.rge the other for 
carriage of mails. Under the agreement, India agreed to 
undertake forwarding Bhutanese mail bearing Bhutanese stamps 
to such of the member countries of the Universal Postal Union 
as indicated by the postal administration in Bhuta. The Bhutanese 
administration prescribed postal rates, generally in line with the 
Indian rates. 

It may be seen that two systems are in vogue for transmission of 
mails. One, under the aegis of the local administration in the 
inte rior of Bhutan and the other th rough the post office S O.t P aro , 
Thimpu and Phuntsholing financed through adhoc aBotments from 
the Development Fund. 
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.A COMFILATION OF BHUTANESE 
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~	 At immediate right is a. phota of the 
coin used as postmark on the bogus 
lIFirst Flight II cO"J'ers usually found in 
combination with the 1962 first issue 
and one or two bogus surcharged 1954 
revenue/fiscal stamps affixed." 

~	 'l'ms type was first reported by George Knowles in an 
early Gobi Times. It's also reported without the in­

scription ItBhutan ll in Tibetan in the center, but this
 
possibly could be due merely to a bad impression
 

3	 This mark, here a reconstruction by Robert D. West, was first 
reported by H.D.S. Haverbeck in the Collectors Club ~hi1ate1ist 

in IvTarch 1967. Reportedly it IS fJ:\")ffi Ha Dzong. \'lest, in his 
APs article, Nay 1970, calls this an official seal. It has 
been seen on the 1955 fiscals. 

4	 Generally same as above, reputedly from Ha. 

5	 First reported by ILD.S. Haverbeckjl this is reportedly a mark
 
from Rolung, a place yet to be determined :in location. West
 
has determined that lettering could indicdte Rtnpup~ (Para)
 
Dzong. First seen on a cover addressed to the Bhutan Agent,
 
Kali.mpong~ India without st.amps affi..'Ced.
 



6	 This mark" in the collectio.n of the a.uthor,!> 'Nas found (J[J. 

a current caver, cancel)j.n~ 8, denomina.tic:m of the Dancer' ,', 
se:ei.es,. Thera was no ot,::1er cancellation on the cover" 
It was internally a,cl(::,:'<~ssed, and had no :r-et',U'!:1 ad.dress 0 

It was an envelope p2"in~,:;d 'w"ith "Sherubtse PubJic Schor:)",:' 
Ka.ngluru, Bhutan. II It we"s :~n blac.'.', ii"'lk 0 

7	 This mark ha.s been seen :-:,'.;,2-::' recently on cancelled to
 
order fiscals of 1954. It has also been seel.! a.."1d i~ in
 
the authors collection on reverse of covers, not cance1l1ng
 
stamps.
 

. " 

8	 This la,rge purple :tp.arkiJ'.tg was found on the reverse cf ? 

cover sealing the flaps, net over stamps. It is from the 
authors collection. 

9	 This marking has been :seen in the collection of Her~(' Karl- ­
Heinz lviichel ~mo al'ranged with Dl"e K. Ramamurti (~ee guest 
editorial this issue) to have it retu.l'ned via. Dzong Dak 
syatem. It is inscribed Illingshi P..a.mzam ll at '~op wit,h 
the usua.l da.te ma.rk:LtJ.gs and t1Bhul:.a.nY in the cer(~er 

10	 This mark ·~'l8.S found on cover of the author's cancelling 
Rinpung Dzong definitivea of 1966, 'l.Ath no other cencels 
of t he Bhutan post. 

n	 This mark, to 110~r illlreporled, is frem the collection 0 .., 

Herr Karl-Heinz Hiehel, LUd1'Tigshafen, GerITJal'JY (\11-). Only 
one specimen so fa.!' reported.~ 

Th:).5 specimen, repor·'!:.ed by 1'lest is repo:rtedJ,y from 2. CO"il',,~ :~. 

bearing the printed inscriptioi'! IlBec:..dru,J.ster,o Chengmari 
GOV8rf1.ment School~ Chengmari, Bhtrtan& 

Indian rates. 




