














of these mails. In the first instance, correspondence addressed
in English could be deciphered by neither the Thrimpon or the
staff. Secondly, most of the Thrimpons have hardly one clerk
to assist them in all their official work, and due to the pressure
of work, the duties relating to the dispatch and delivery of mail
are neglected. The delays of the delivery of mail in the interior
of Phutan has had a demoralizing effect on the staff managing
the schools and development program, who are anxious for their
news from home. Many have actually stopped subscribing to
newspapers and magazines, and other periodicals, due to the
uncertainty of the postal services in the interior of Phutan.

The position in the so>uth of Bhutan was slightly better. Mails
from India were received through the nearest Indian postoffice
and delivered to the SDO/(civil), who also arranged for the
dispatch of ocutward mails.

The Fresent State of the System
(1968)

In 1962, the decision was taken that Bhutan should issue her
own postage stamps. This however, required that Rhutan
should have a few postoffices of her own. Consequently, post
offices were opened in Fhuntsholing (10.10,62), Faro (5.11.62)
and Thimpu (23.6.63)., The service at these postoffices was
restricted to the sale of Rhutanese postage stamps and dispatch
and delivery of unregistered letters. The Fhuntsholing postoffice
also functioned as an office of exchange in respect of correspon-
dence for and from India, in accordance with the terms of the
agreement dated 11.9.62 between the postal administrations of
Bhutan and India. The agreement provides for the exchange of
unregistered correspondence only. The exchange is on a re-
ciprocal arrangement. No country will charge the other for
carriage of mails. Under the agreement, India agreed to
undertake forwarding Bhutanese mail bearing Rhutanese stamps
to such of the member countries of the Universal Fostal Union
as indicated by the postal administration in Bhutan. The Rhutanese
administration prescribed postal rates, generally in line with the
Indian rates.

It may be seen that two systems are in vogue for transmission of
mails. One, under the aegis of the local administration in the
interior of Rhutan and the other through the post offices at Faro,
Thimpu and Fhuntsholing financed through adhoc allotments from
the Development Fund.




A COMFILATION OF BHUTANESE

ribetan language
cancellation
clevicaes

¥ At immediate right is a photo of the
" coin used as postmark on the bogus
UFirst Flight! covers usually found in
combination with the 1962 first issue
and one or two bogus surcharged 1954
revenue/fiscal stamps affixed.”

2 This type was first reported by George Knowles in an
early Gobi Times. It's also reported without the ih-
scription "Bhutan'" in Tibetan in the center, but this
possibly could be due merely to a bad impression

3 This mark, here a reconstruction by Robert D, West, was first
reported by H.D.S. Haverbeck in the Collsctors Club Bhilatelist
in March 1967. Reportedly it's from Ha Dzong. West, in his
APS article, May 1970, calls this an official seal. It has
been seen on the 1955 fiscals.

# Generally same as above, reputedly from Ha.

3 First reported by H.D.S. Haverbeck, this is reportedly a mari
from Rolung, a place yet to be determined in location. West ﬁ?;\
has determined that lettering could indicate Rinpung {Paro) //f "
Dzong. First seen on a cover addressed to the Bhutan Agent,
Kalimpong, India without stamps affixed.




7 This mark has been seen
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Indian rates.

This mark, in the collection of the author, was found on
a current cover, cancelling a denomingtion of the Dancer's
series. There was no other cancellation on the cover.

Tt was internally addsesssd. and had no return address.

It was an envelope printad with "Sherubtse Public Schocl.,
Kanglum, Bbhutan." It was in blasll ink.
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recently on cancelled to

order fiscals of i95L. X% has alsc been seen and is in

the authors ccllection on reverse of covers, not cancelling

stamps.

This large purple nmarking was found on the reverse of a
cover sealing the flaps, nct over stamps. Tt is from the
authors colledtion.

This marking has been ssen In the collection of Herp Kari-
Heinz Michel who arranged with Dr. K. Ramamurti (see gusst
editorial this issue) to have it returned via Dzong Dak
gystem, It is insecribed "lingshi Ramzam" at Top with

the usual date markings and "Bhutan? in the certer

This mark was found on cover of the auther's cancelling
Rinpung Dzong definitives of (966, with no other cencels
of the Bhutan post.

This mark, to now unreported, is fram the collectiom of
Herr Karl-Heinz Michsl, Ludwigshafen, Germany (w). Only
one specimen so far reported.

Thl.s specimen; reported by West is reportedly from a cowvex
bearing the printed inscription "Headmasher, Chengmari
Government School, Chengmari, Bhutan,






